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Introduction  

From the 6th to 7th October 2015 Gammel Estrup ï the Manor Museum  in Denmark hosted the international 

conference 'European Encounters. Estates and Landscapes'. The central theme of the conference was the 

estate and the manorial landscape. The conference examined the physical, social and symbolic interaction of 

the house, gardens and estate lands in a historical perspective. It explored similarities and differences in 

regions across Europe and discussed how estate landscapes are preserved and interpreted as cultural 

heritage today. Crossing traditional boundaries between history, archaeology, art history, architecture and 

heritage management, the conference programme presented acclaimed scholars and participants from a 

number of European countries.   

The group of 40 participants welcomed the opportunity to learn about and compare estate landscapes from 

different parts of Europe, and to share the common interest in country houses, estates and landscapes.  

A very positive outcome of the conference was the concluding formation of ENCOUNTER: European 

Network for Country House and Estate Research  among the conference participants. The aim of the 

network is to form European partnerships between scholars and cultural institutions who share a  

professional interest in research and interpretation of manor and country house history.  

As organisers of the conference, we were very pleased to see the network become a reality and we are looking 

forward to taking part in  its future activities. We hope to see common research and education projects as well 

as heritage projects and public initiatives unfold in the future , not to mention many interesting meetings, 

seminars and conferences. In addition, we hope the network will  expand in the future and ther eby improve 

our opportunities to exchange knowledge with experts all over Europe and work for our common interests 

and the benefit of the European country house as a common cultural legacy.  

It would not have been possible to arrange this conference without the financial support of the Nordisk 

Kulturfond , Aarhus 2017 ï European Capital of Culture  and the Central Denmark Region . Many thanks for 

this essential support. 

Finally but importantly, I  wish to thank the conference speakers and all of the conference participants for 

their commitment and contributions , which were vital to the successful outcome of the two days at Gammel 

Estrup. 

 

Kind regards 

Gammel Estrup ï the Manor Museum  

 

Britta Andersen 

Museum director, chairman The Danish Research Centre for Manorial Studies.  
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Programme  

Tuesday, 6th October 2015  

 

9.00:   Bus from Randers ï Gammel Estrup 

9.40-10.15:   Registration and coffee 

10.15-10.20:   Welcome 

Britta Andersen, Gammel Estrup ï the Manor Museum 

10.20-11.00:  Estates and the creation of a modern landscape  

Jonathan Finch, Historical Archaeology, University of York  

11.00-11.10:   Discussion 

11:10-11.50:  The flower of agriculture. The garden as a model for farming in 19 th -

century Sk åne  

Åsa Klintborg Ahlklo, Department of Landscape Architecture, Planning and 

Management, SLU, Alnarp 

11.50-12.00:   Discussion 

12.00-13.15:   Lunch 

  Sessions: Heritage and research  

13.15-14.00:  - The Austrått project, Daniel Johansen, Sverresborg, Trondheim  

- The staged manor landscape. The development of the county of    

   Knuthenborg in the second half of the 19th century  

   Jesper Munk Andersen, Museum Lolland-Falster 

14.00-14.10:  Break 

14.10-15.00  - Research Center Sanssouci: Cultural heritage of monarchies in  

  modern Europe. Jürgen Luh, Stiftung Preussische Schlösser und  

  Gärtens Berlin-Brandenburg 

- Short presentations  

15.00-15.20:   Coffee 

15.20-16.00:   Intersections: History, Heritage and the  Country House  

Elaine Chalus, Roberta Anderson & Alison Hems, Bath Spa University 

16.00-17.30:   Guided Tour: Gammel Estrup ï the Manor Museum  

Britta Andersen, Museum Director, Gammel Estrup ï the Manor Museum  

18.30:   Dinner at Gammel Estrup (Great Hall)  

22.00:   Bus from Gammel Estrup to Randers 
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Wednesday, 7th October 2015  

 

 

8.30:   Bus from Randers ï Gammel Estrup  

9.20-10.00:   Power, Grace and Authority.  

The cultural landscape of Danish estates  

Mikkel Venborg Pedersen, National Museum of Denmark, Copenhagen  

10.00-10.10:   Discussion  

10.10-10.40:   Coffee  

10.40-11.20:  Providing a network for a European Heritage ï Manor Houses in 

the South Baltic Region  

Kilian Heck, Caspar-David-Friedrich Inst itut, Universität Greifswald  

11.20-11.30:   Discussion  

11.30-12.30:   Lunch  

12.30-14.30:   Workshop:  

European Network for Manorial and Country House Studies  

14.30  Bus from Gammel Estrup to Aarhus Airport  

14.30-14.45  Closing remarks  

Britta Andersen, Gammel Estrup ï the Manor Museum  

14.40-15.00  Coffee 

15.00:   Bus from Gammel Estrup to Randers  
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Conference abstracts  

Estates and the creation of the modern landscape  

Jonathan Finch  

 

The landed estate was an important and active agent in the creation of the modern landscape; and as such ï 

as a common cultural phenomenon ï it is worthy of study in all its various manifestations across Europe. The 

estate was a cultural landscape within which, not just the elite, but whole communities liv ed out their 

material lives. The landed estate was an integral piece of the state, nation and locality. Definitions and 

terminology vary across Europe, but there are different associations with the use of manor house and country 

house in the UK. A number of social, political and cultural shifts helped fashion the 'country house' from the 

late seventeenth century, but the eighteenth century saw classical models that linked property to power, 

deployed in the face of increasing commercialism in the economy and the rural landscape as a simile for 

political and social stability.  

Far from being archaic and traditional , landed estates were a manifestation of modernity. The distinguishing 

feature of the estate was unlimited, or very partially limited, power over th e exploitation and physical 

appearance of an extensive tract of countryside. One of the key changes in the anatomy of the country house 

was the separation of the productive elements away from the house on larger gentry estates from the mid-

eighteenth century. The wider estate land was transformed through improvement and enclosure, though it is 

important to recognise the geographical distribution of both landed estates and the enclosure movement. 

Many larger landowners also participated directly or otherwise  in trans -Atlantic trade and held lands and 

slaves in the New World which need to be recognised in our characterisation of the modern landed estate. 
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The Flower of Agriculture  

The Garden as a model for farming in 19th century Skåne, Sweden 

Åsa Klintborg A hlklo  

 

The rural garden as ñthe flower of agricultureò or as a model for farming in 19th century Skåne sheds light on 

the connection between the garden and farming as illustrated in the model farm landscapes of Skåne. Within 

the sphere of husbandry the garden played several different roles, as a place for trial, for propagation and 

improvement, providing small -scale knowledge  which could be systematized and applied on a larger scale. 

At the same time the garden and the work there could be looked upon metaphorically as human cultivation. 

My studies demonstrate that the garden, both physically and metaphorically, constitutes a conceptual part in 

the build -up of the model estate in 19th century Skåne and that the perspective of garden history contributes 

to a deeper understanding of the radical transformation of the landscape which characterizes the Scanian 

landscape of the agrarian reforms.  




















